
OUR CHALLENGE...

Over 800 million people live on less than one dollar a day and depend 
on agriculture - the land, nature, the seasons - to feed and raise their 
families. Access to information - on what to grow, the weather, pests 
and disease and new technologies - can be the difference between 
a successful harvest and failure. Equally important, growers need 
price and market information to negotiate fair returns. Unfortunately, 
most of these 800 million lack access to information and the means 
to share knowledge. 

OUR SOLUTION...

...in The Growing Connection, is Growth and Choice. Growth is the 
production of highly nutritious vegetables using innovative, intensive 
horticultural methods. Choice is opportunity derived from access to 
information and communications.  

GROWTH & CHOICE... 
work together, 
bringing sustained 
food security & 
economic opportunity

WATER-EFFICIENT, YEAR-ROUND FOOD PRODUCTION 
Central to TGC is the EarthBox, a proven breakthrough in growing high-value 
produce in areas of poor soil, water and space availability.  

The EarthBox relies on an innovative nutrient and water gradient system.  
Soil is not depleted and no chemicals enter the water tables.  

The EarthBox is low-cost, low-maintenance, uses local inputs, and consumes 
one-fifth of the water of in-ground drip irrigation.

BRINGING NUTRIENT-RICH CROPS TO REMOTE PLACES

Jalisco, Mexico:  In the remote mountain community of Haimatsie, youth 
and families participating in TGC are using EarthBoxes and hoop houses to 
grow nutritious leafy greens – fresh and on the spot, within weeks of planting.

Families at Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya also benefit from the water-
efficiency and portability of the EarthBox.

Use of the EarthBox has immediate positive nutritional impact for people 
otherwise unable to farm or to purchase food.  This includes the landless, 
urban and peri-urban dwellers, HIV/AIDS sufferers and disaster victims.

IN SCHOOLS...
TGC enables youth to 
bring home fresh food 
& contribute materially 
to their families. In the 
rural developing world, 
this adds value to 
education & encourages 
families to keep children 
in schools longer 

Access to Information
“ Participants in TGC will benefi t 
immensely from IT/Connectivity as 
a whole new world will be opened 
to them. They’ll acquire computing 
skills & have instant access to ap-
propriate agricultural information. 
They’ll also be able to communicate 
& share food growing ideas with 
friends world-wide & learn about 
markets & other important factors 
affecting agriculture. ” 

 Dr. Joe Kwarteng
 Professor of Agricultural 
 Extension, University of   
 Cape Coast, Ghana & 
 TGC Ghana Coordinator

The Growing Connection is a global network of young food 
producers with access to the innovation and information they 
need to improve nutrition and break the cycle of poverty. 

In The Growing Connection, young people around the world 
use proven, affordable food-growing innovations to grow 
high-value produce. These young people are connected, via 
the Internet and ICTs, to each other and to vital sources of 
information and advice.   

Cultivating Food, Connecting Minds, Harvesting Hope



New Income-
Generating Opportunity
The EarthBox enables 
participants to grow high-value 
produce otherwise unavailable, 
to utilize traditionally un-
suitable areas & to extend the 
growing season, even into the 
dry season.  

TGC participants gain new 
opportunities for year-
round income generation 
& value-adding.  

A smallholder farmer can 
earn higher returns selling 
produce during the dry season, 
or an urban dweller can grow 
on a rooftop to supply restau-
rants with specialty produce. 

Connecting Youth in the 
Developing & Developed...
...world. Youth communicate & 
collaborate as peers, sharing what 
they grow & how they grow it. They 
pull down relevant information, 
contribute plant growing data & 
share solutions, ideas & successes.

“ I have learned how to grow & 
care for vegetables like cabbages, 
carrots, garden eggs, tomatoes, 
green peppers & so on, without 
using chemicals on them. I was 
happy to learn because I know in 
the future I can get a job from it. ”  

 Bernard Arko
 School for the Deaf, 
 Cape Coast, Ghana

American Horticultural Society 

After School Matters, 
Chicago

Baltimore Mayor’s Office

EarthBox

Garfield Park Conservatory

Cornell University Cooperative 
Extension

University of California, 
Davis Cooperative Extension

University of Illinois
Cooperative Extension
Development Assistance for 
School Farms, Ghana
University of Guadalajara, Mexico
Selva Negra Fundación, Mexico
A.C.E.S, Dominican Republic
Upliftment Jamaica
Rotary International clubs
International Rescue Committee

Please Contact Us
Robert Patterson
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
2175 K St. NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20037

Tel: 202-653-2438  Email: Robert.Patterson@fao.org

* The Growing Connection operates through the United States Committee for FAO, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.

  At a Glance...

•  The Growing Connection was developed by the Food and
     Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 

•   Since 2003, TGC has school & community sites in 9 pilot                
     countries:

  
•  TGC is ready to replicate & scale up the success of its   

     pilot phase into new countries.

•  FAO has platform projects for potential expansion of 
    TGC activities in over 100 countries.

•  TGC’s Board of Advisors is chaired by Vint Cerf & Dr.  
    Marc Cathey. The Board includes leaders from the IT, 
    horticulture, education, health, media & entertainment 
    sectors.

•  TGC is based on partnership with schools, universities, 
    communities, NGOs & business.

•  Our partners include: 

Dominican Republic        Nicaragua  
Ghana          Senegal
Jamaica – in 2006        U.S. Virgin Islands
Kenya          United States
Mexico


